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When we bought our place 26 years ago, five mature lilacs 
came with the property, all producing beautiful purple 
flowers in spring that also had heavenly scents. The 
property to the east had one that bordered our lot; it was 
white, had the most pungent aroma and bloomed first 
each spring. It is the only one still standing. Of the others, 
four lined the lot along the back alley and were more than 
15 feet tall. Together they covered about one-third of the 
45-foot lot. They were likely planted to form a hedge, 
because they suckered profusely, as French lilacs do, and 
became a menace to maintain every year. But, we 
endured, until we decided to build a new garage at the 
back. They came down and out. The fifth one had 
succumbed earlier to a heavy spring snowfall that broke it 
in half. The neighbours also lost some branches under the 
snow’s weight. But, it survived and right now, early April, the tree buds are ready to 
burst.


For me, those lilacs were 
worth having, even though 
they were in the category of 
trees-that-didn’t-fit-in-a 
redesigned-landscape. 
And, their suckering 
became tedious. Still, they 
worked, until they didn’t, 
partly because the longer 
we were here, the more our 
landscaping preferences 
evolved. 


Now, we have two tree 
form lilacs: a Bloomerang 
(reblooming) Dark Purple-

flowering (Syringa ‘SMSJBP7) that when mature should 
stand 1.2 to 1.8 metres ( 4 to 6 feet); and a Miss Kim, a little smaller with pink flowers.


Two Korean Lilac, Syringa pubescens subsp. patina and 
dwarf Korean, syringa Meyeri ‘Palibin’, provide gorgeous 
aromas that last a couple of weeks in early summer, a bonus 
that enhances their rounded, dark green leaves and pink 
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flowers. In fact, the scent from one follows us down the side-yard garden path for the 
length of the house. They are best pruned just as the flowers are fading and can be 
kept to a preferred size and shape.


This week, I moved a smaller Scents and Sensibility, Syringa 
‘SMSXPM’, I had planted too close to a Dwarf Mugo pine near the 
property line, to give both a little space. Its leaf buds had formed and 
appear ready to burst. It grows 2-3 ft tall and 4-5 feet wide. The 
thinking was when the mugo pine and lilac mature, they will kind of 
block a path deer take between yards. 
Maybe. Or maybe they’ll just jump over. Or 
plunge through. Ah well, they are both 
beautiful shrubs.


Others we have considered for our yard are Japanese lilacs 
Ivory Silk and a similar Snowdrop. Both are trees a bit over 
20 feet high and 17 feet wide, a little bigger than our space 
that already has three flowering trees of similar size could 
handle. Neighbours have one in their back yard. It is 
gorgeous.


These are all just a small sampling of the lilacs that work 
well here.


From the Green Haven Garden Centre:
American Lilac hybrids Syringa x hyacinthiflora
These cultivars bloom more heavily and
consistently and 10 days earlier than French
hybrid lilacs. Very long flower panicles, heavy
fragrance. Limited suckering. Can be trained to a
small tree when young.
Dwarf Lilac hybrids Syringa meyeri, S. patula. These
cultivars do not sucker, if NOT mulched. They are
excellent for a low informal hedge.
French Lilac hybrids Syringa vulgaris Hybrids of the
old fashioned Common lilac, large flowers in June
with a heavy fragrance. Tend to sucker.

More info:
How to grow and care for Lilac Bushes
Lilac history
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https://www.thespruce.com/lilac-bushes-growing-tips-2132722
https://www.unwrittenhistories.com/ode-to-lilacs-in-the-springtime



