Plant of the week 12: Diervilla and Weigela
Richard Burke

Taking a slight detour from perennials to shrubs for awhile, partly because they
are an integral part of any garden landscape and are similar to perennials — they
grow back each year if you and weather treat them right. You can start watching
for shrubs, trees and perennials to begin arriving at local garden centres within
the next month. Planning for what you might need helps during your first
greenhouse visits, and it’s fun.

A sleeper shrub we came across several years ago is really a prairie native bush,
Diervilla lonicera — a bush honeysuckle that resembles
weigela in shape and colour and produces small, tubular
yellow flowers. The leaf colours, dark green to burgundy to
red and orange in fall, are what really make the shrub a
standout. The flowers add interest from late spring. It is
hardy to Zone 3 and will thrive in full sun to full shade,
which makes it versatile for any part of your yard. Marlene
will trim it back about a third to keep it about 3 feet x 3 feet
(90 cm x 90 cm) for the spaces we’ve planted them in.
They can grow to 150 cm. One in our a front, south-facing
bed called Firefly Nightglow Diervilla, grows 2-3 ft. X 2-3 ft.
(60-90 cm.) and is hardy to zone 4, good here.Through
winter, attractive dark branches standout against snow and
the generally blah winter colours of dormant plants and
spent leaves.
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Planting them as soon as they are available helps them
and other shrubs get an established root system by the
first hard frost.

A similar shrub, weigela, has a variety of colours and
sizes that work in Zone 4. One we have had for
years, Weigela Midnight Wine, Florida ‘Elvera,’
continues to produce beautiful, deep burgundy/
chocolate leaves and hot pink tubular flowers, larger
than diervilla, each spring. It starts showing new
growth a little later than diervilla, into May usually.
We have transplanted it a few times during garden
rethinks. It seems to like its current protected Weigela Midnight Wine
location, where it has thrived for about 5 years in full

sun. We wait until after blooming is dine to prune —

flowers come on old wood. However, Marlene will test most of our shrubs by bending
branches. If they are soft and flexible, they stay, If they break off, they get pruned to the
ground. That helps provide space on the bush’s inside for air circulation.




Our Midnight wine weigela was developed by Proven Winners but discountinued. It
was listed as Zone 5, but ours did well. It has been replaced on the Proven Winners
plant list by Midnight Wine Shine, now as a Zone 4 hardy plant. | often see some
discrepancy in hardiness zones identified for the same plant, depending on the retailers
on a website. | also make sure to check the plant tag at garden centres carefully to
make sure it is hardy here, Zone 4b.

For more info:
Growing and caring for Diervilla
Bush Honeysuckle (diervilla)

Weigela
Weigela varieties



https://www.gardendesign.com/shrubs/diervilla.html
https://www.heydensgardens.com/bush-honeysuckle-diervilla-native
https://gardening.usask.ca/articles-and-lists/articles-plant-descriptions/shrubs/weigela.php
https://www.provenwinners.com/plants/weigela

